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Effects of Zoning on the Land-use Change in
the Taipei Metropolitan Area: A Computer

Simulation

Shih-Kung Lai* and Chih-Ke Chen**

Abstract

This research employed the StarLogo software designed by Massachusetts Institute of
Technology to analyze land use change. It assessed the probability of development based
on economic property right indices and the probability of possible land uses allowed in
the zoning system embedded in the simulation rules. The parameters generated from the
two analyses are then used to calibrate the simulation model.

There are three important results from this research: (1) using the parameters gained
from the genetic algorithm method, the model could indeed simulate partially the pattern
of land uses for the Taipei metropolitan area; (2) the zoning system in the simulated
area would influence the appearance and the pattern of land uses. It would limit the
development of the industrial land-use and affect the fractal pattern of commercial land-
use; and (3) after comparing the spatial patterns of simulation results and conducting the
one-way ANOVA analysis, it can be concluded that the effects of the zoning are not on the

fractal pattern of land uses, but on specific location.

Keywords: complexity, simulating model of land-use change, zoning, genetic

algorithm method, fractal
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T A b R AU AE 93.887 1 93.887 | 2185.337 .000
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